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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 23407 

FOR THE SECRETARY'S ATTENTION FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

’ TAGS: CVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VISIT OF PRESIDENT CARTER TO EGYPT 

REF: CAIRO 23350 EXDIS 

1 . SINCE JODY POWELL'S PRESS STATEMENT THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER IS CONSIDERING A VISIT TO EGYPT IN NEXT FEW 
DAYS, WE HAVE BEEN INNUNDATED WITH CALLS ASKING FOR 
CONFIRMATION THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL COME. AMONG 
OTHERS, V.P. MUBARAK CALLED THIS MORNING TO ASK IF 
THERE ANY FURTHER WORD ON PRESIDENT CARTER"S PLANS. 

CAIRO PRESS FRONT PAGES STORIES ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF 
VISIT BY PRESIDENT CARTER AND VARIOUS PAPERS MENTIONED 
CAIRO, ISMAILIYA AND ASWAN AS SITES. 

2. AS YOU KNOW, SADAT IS CURRENTLY IN ASWAN WITH FRG 
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AND HIS PARTY. SADAT PLANS TO 
REMAIN IN ASWAN UNTIL JAN 8 OR 9. IN HIS MESSAGE OF 
LAST EVENING (REFTEL) HE ASSUMED THAT IF PRESIDENT 
CARTER DECIDES TO COME, VISIT WILL BE IN ASWAN. 

3. I RECOGNIZE THAT GIVEN PRESIDENT CARTER'S ALREADY 
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BUSY SCHEDULE, THE DECISION IS A DIFFICULT ONE. I 
WOULD BE GRATEFUL, HOWEVER, FOR EARLIEST POSSIBLE WORD 
AS TO WHETHER THE VISIT WILL OR WILL NOT BE MADE. IF 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S DECISION IS POSITIVE, AS I HOPE IT 
WILL BE, I WILL IN NEXT DAY OR TWO HAVE TO BEGIN 
DEPLOYING PERSONNEL TO ASWAN TO SUPPORT THE VISIT. 

EGYPTIAN FACILITIES AT ASWAN ARE LIMITED AND WITH SCHMIDT 
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PARTY THERE, THEY ARE ALREADY HEAVILY OVERTAXED. THIS 
MEANS EGYPTIANS WILL EXPECT US PROVIDE BULK OF LOGISTIC 
SUPPORT, WHICH IN ANY CASE IS DESIRABLE IN ASWAN WHERE 
EGYPTIAN PERSONNEL ARE NOT ACCUSTOMED TO VIP VISITORS. 

IF WE HAVE TO MOVE VEHICLES TO ASWAN (ABOUT 600 MILES 
SOUTH OF CAIRO) THEY WILL HAVE TO GET UNDERWAY NO LATER 
THAN MONDAY MORNING. ON CONTINGENCY BASIS, MY DAO HAS 
ASKED ATHENS DAO ABOUT POSSIBILITIES MAKING LATTER'S 
C-12 AIRCRAFT A VAIL ABIE. TO ASSIST US IN RAPID MOVE OF 
PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT TO ASWAN. EILTS 
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